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Lower Dauphin budget 
to stay under state index
 Lower Dauphin’s tentative budget is expected to hold any 
possible tax increase below the state’s inflation-based index.

Which is not to say that the district is planning to raise taxes, 
however, school districts are required to present a preliminary 
budget or pass a resolution stating their general financial picture 
by January of each year.

In five of the last six school years, the district has been able 
to avoid increasing property taxes. The state’s lack of funding 
and budget may be forcing our hand to raise property taxes this 
coming year.

On December 21, the school board adopted a resolution to 
limit any potential increase below the state rate of 2.9 percent. 
This means that should there be a need for a property tax 
increase in the budget, the district is committed to limit any 
increase to below that level.

“Preparing this budget for the 2016-17 school year has been 
one of the greatest challenges of my tenure as superintendent,” 
said Dr. Sherri Smith, superintendent. “Without a firm number 
for state funding for the current school year, it’s difficult to 
predict funding from the state for next year.”

The district budgeted no increase from the state in the 2015-
16 budget and the spending plan for next year is also predicting 
no increase in state funding. The funding from the state therefore 
is reflecting 2014-15 levels.

“We just don’t know what we’re going to be looking at with 
state funding for the next fiscal year,” Dr. Smith said. “We still 
don’t even know what this year’s funding will be, even as we 
prepare for next year’s budget.”

(Continued on page 2)

T                     his school year has certainly been one of the most 
difficult in recent memory from an administrative 
standpoint. Government watchers have never seen 

anything like the infighting and dysfunction on display at the 
state Capitol. Who ever would have thought we would have a 
state budget impasse last into March?

So, what did that mean for our students in Lower 
Dauphin? Not much. Despite the bickering and name-calling 
of our leaders in Harrisburg, we have made sure our students 
continue to thrive. That’s a fact I take great pride in.

The fact that we’ve been able to weather the storm 
financially and ensure our programs continue is something 
we should all be proud of. Our students continue to succeed 
in the classroom, athletics, the arts, and citizenship and 
service. That’s a tribute to this community and the support 
our schools receive.

When I’m at a concert or 
sporting event, it warms my 
heart to see the outpouring 
of community support for 
our students. Our community 
organizations recognize our 
students accomplishments. We 
constantly see our students’ 
efforts recognized in the 
newspaper. 

Lower Dauphin is an outstanding example of everything 
that is right in public education. From excellent facilities, 
caring staff and a community which wants to see every 
student reach his or her potential, we have good reason to be 
proud. 

We will continue to strive to meet the expectations of our 
community. What happens in Harrisburg is not a reflection of 
our community and our commitment to public education. We 
simply cannot allow it to affect our district and students.

On behalf of our 3,700-plus students, I thank you for 
your support. As you read this newsletter, please know 
that you have helped make an impact on the lives of these 
students.

Our community and our world is better for it.

With Falcon Pride,

Sherri L. Smith, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Superintendent

Lower Dauphin Web address: www.ldsd.org
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Budget: Unprecedented situation at state level may force local tax increase
(Continued from page 1)

In the proposed spending plan Dr. 
Smith presented to the school board in 
December, expenditures were expected 
to increase $2.5 million. Of that increase 
$1.8 million is going to mandated pension 
payments, medical insurance increases and 

mandated payments to charter schools.
“Taking out these mandated costs, 

our overall expenditures are increasing 1.1 
percent,” Dr. Smith says. “Our balance 
would be balanced without those costs since 
our total revenue was increasing by 1.1 
percent – assuming flat funding from the 

state.”
Dr. Smith says the budget will also 

spend down the district’s cash reserves by 
$1.3 million for the second year in a row 
to pay for one-time costs like the second 
year of the high school’s one-to-one laptop 
initiative and facilities projects.

Old-time rock ‘n’ roll was on the menu 
at the Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation’s 
Eighth Annual Blue & White Gala on 
January 30.

The “Back to the Future” theme fit 
perfectly as the Blackboard Brothers 
took the stage to perform for the first 
time since 2013. The band, made up of 
retired elementary teachers, was a staple at 
springtime concerts in the school district. 

Superintendent Sherri Smith pointed to 
the band as evidence that our teachers are 
unique and talented individuals. The band’s 
performance at the gala shows that their 
caring for others extends well beyond the 
classroom.

Tim Bartholomew was the event’s 
master of ceremonies. A retired fifth-grade 
teacher at Nye Elementary School and 
guitarist in the band, Mr. Bartholomew 
spoke of his love for Lower Dauphin. He 
grew up across the street from Londonderry 
Elementary School and couldn’t wait for the 
day he could attend classes.

He recalled that his class was the first 
group of fifth-graders to attend the school 
district’s outdoor education program at 
Camp Hebron. When he was in high school, 
he was a camp counselor. Upon graduation 
from college, he returned to teach fifth-grade 
and for 33 years made the trip to camp. Even 
in retirement, he serves as an advisor for the 
outdoor education program.

“There are lessons that take place there 
that cannot happen in a classroom,” he said. 
“I feel blessed to be a part of that for so 
long.”

Mr. Bartholomew also commended 
the audience at the gala for this support of 
Lower Dauphin and its programs. “There are 
two types of people – givers and takers,” he 
said. “Takers may eat better, but givers sleep 
better. I’m glad to see so many givers here 
tonight.”

That giving resulted in close to $16,000 

Blue & White Gala raises funds, celebrates teachers

The Blackboard Brothers entertained the 
crowd at the LD Falcon Foundation’s 
Eighth Annual Blue & White Gala. At 
right, Tim Bartholomew was the master 
of ceremonies and guitarist in the band.

in funds for the Lower Dauphin Falcon 
Foundation. Major donors included William 
and Marion C. Alexander, Chartwells 
School Dining Services, Dr. and Mrs. 
Robert Dahmus, Dr. and Mrs. Charles M. 
Davis, E.I. and Associates, Highmark Blue 
Shield, Mark and Debbie Schug, Drs. Robert 

Tamburro and Patricia Gordon, Paul and 
Karen Yarrish, and Dr. Sherri and Don 
Smith.

“You are all here to make the future for 
our students very bright, to provide the kind 
of experiences that make the Lower Dauphin 
experience so special,” Dr. Smith said.

The Lower Dauphin  Falcon Foundation will be hosting its 9th annual golf outing on 
Friday, April 22, at Deer Valley Golf Course in South Hanover Township from 1-5:30 p.m.

Registration begins at 11:30 a.m. and a shotgun start will kick-off the fun at 1 p.m. 
sharp. This will be a four-person scramble (best ball format).

Cost is $100 per golfer. Hole sponsorships are also $100. There are other sponsorship 
opportunities available. Contact Jess DeHart at 566-7794 or via email at dehartjess@
yahoo.com.

The golf outing is a major fundraising event for the Lower Dauphin Falcon 
Foundation, raising close to $14,000 last year to benefit the students of Lower Dauphin and 
the district’s educational programs.

LDFF golf  outing set for Friday, April 22
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LD’s special athletes compete in track & field games
Fifty Lower Dauphin athletes competed 

in the annual Special Olympics track and 
field games at East Pennsboro High School 
in October.

The athletes gave their all. Running 
hard, jumping high and doing their very best 
in every event – all to the cheers of their 
buddies.

In addition to the 16 high school, 14 
middle school and 20 elementary-aged 
special athletes, more than 100 buddies from 
the high school attended the event to support 
them. 

“The passion these kids bring to an 
event brings joy to my heart. I love taking 
part in their experience,” said senior 
George Hatalowich. “Over the past several 
years I have created a relationship with a 
student and we have grown into really close 
friends.”

Those sentiments were echoed by 
fellow senior Antonio Heredia Soto: “I think 
it’s truly a blessing to be an athlete and do 
the things that I do.

“That said, it would not be a blessing 

if I just was selfish and 
didn’t give to those who 
may not be as fortunate as 
I. Special Olympics is one 
of the many opportunities 
that I have to give back 
to friends who need more 
than I. I really like to be 
able to contribute towards 
their success.”

That success is 
measured in smiles, high 
fives and hugs as much as 
it is in the different colored ribbons. And 
that’s the whole point.

The Special Olympics Athletes Oath 
reflects this, stating “Let me win. But if I 
cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt.” 
Bravery was on full display on the track at 
East Pennsboro High School. 

Lower Dauphin’s special athletes 
will compete next at the Area M Special 
Olympics which will be held this April at 
Messiah College.

Musicians attend honor festivals, Rothermel returns to states
Lower Dauphin High School junior 

Sam Rothermel will return to perform in 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association 
state orchestra in Hershey March 30-April 2.

Rothermel auditioned and placed first 
among all viola players at the PMEA Region 
V Orchestra Festival last month to qualify to 
perform in the All-State Orchestra. He also 
qualified for the all-state orchestra last year 
and advanced to the National Association 
for Music Education’s 2015 All-National 
Symphony Orchestra in Nashville.

The son of Joseph and Nancy 
Rothermel, Sam is a violinist and 
concertmaster in the high school orchestra.

The guest conductor will be Howard 
Hsu from Valdosta State University in 
Georgia. The concert will be held at the 
Hershey Lodge on Saturday, April 2, 10:30 
a.m.

Joining him at regionals were senior 
Ky Lee Peterson, harp; and sophomores 
Ella Hickey, violin, and Ryan Pumo, string 
bass. They qualified for regionals at the 
PMEA District 7 festival January 14-15 at 
Lampeter-Strasburg High School.

Three Lower Dauphin musicians 
attended the PMEA District 7 Honors Band 
Festival January 29-30. Representing Lower 
Dauphin High School were senior Reed 
Morris, tenor saxophone; and sophomore 
Katelyn Truesdell, trumpet. Lower Dauphin 

Middle School eighth-grader Ian Bruce also 
qualified for the festival on trombone. 

Two Lower Dauphin High School 
vocalists were selected to perform at the 
prestigious Pennsylvania Music Educators 
Association District 7 Chorus Festival. The 
students, seniors Emily McKissick (soprano 
1) and Kaylor Long (bass 1), performed 
at Hempfield High School on Saturday, 

February 6.
Emily and Kaylor were also selected 

to perform in the PMEA District 7 Vocal 
Jazz Ensemble. They will join junior Nick 
Scipione, electric bass, in the PMEA District 
7 Jazz Band. The festival will take place 
April 15-16 at Hershey High School, with 
the concert taking place on Saturday, April 
16 at 2 p.m..

Of the four high school students attending the PMEA District 7 and Region V 
orchestra festivals, violist Sam Rothermel (seated) advanced to All-States.

Top, staff cheer for third-grader 
Douglas Haines. Above, athlete 
Gabriella Pagano gets a hug from her 
buddy, Gabby James.
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Lower Dauphin Mini-THONs raise $140,000 for Four Diamonds

 Blue plastic birds looking suspiciously 
like spray-painted flamingos have been 
appearing on lawns across Lower Dauphin 
since this fall.

They show up and stay for two days and 
then disappear only to reappear on someone 
else’s lawn.

“Falconating” is the latest fundraising 
initiative for Lower Dauphin’s Mini-THON. 
For a nominal fee of $20, you can send the 
birds to a friend or neighbor for 48 hours. 
Insurance to guarantee that no falcons will 
roost on your lawn as they migrate around 
Lower Dauphin area is also $20.

“This is a great, visible way to support 

There’s still time to be Falconated – For The Kids

Falcons took roost at Lower Dauphin’s District 
Administration Center last fall.

our Mini-THON,” said Mary Smith, 
Mini-THON advisor.  “We have 
plenty of flocks of birds to take to 
people’s homes.”

Arlington Orthopedics is a 
corporate sponsor of the effort. 
To date, the Mini-THON raised 
more than $3,000 with their birds. 
And while the birds “flew south” 
for the winter, with the advent of 
spring, Mrs. Smith says the flocks of 
Falcons will begin appearing again. 

For more information, please 
email Mrs. Smith, Mini-THON 
advisor, at msmith@ldsd.org.

Three Mini-THONs in Lower Dauphin 
this spring raised more than $140,000 to 
benefit Four Diamonds. 

South Hanover Elementary School 
brought in $30,000 February 26. The high 
school followed with $102,000 March 11-
12. East Hanover Elementary School added 
another $9,000 March 18.

The donations will go to Four 
Diamonds, whose mission is to conquer 
childhood cancer by assisting children 
treated at Penn State Hershey Children’s 
Hospital and their families through superior 
care, comprehensive support, and innovative 
research. Each year, Four Diamonds 
provides direct support to approximately 
600 children with cancer.
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Lower Dauphin High School presented The Addams Family March 3-5. This year the show was double-cast with many of the 
principle parts played by two actors. Gomez Adams was Logan Grubb and Frankie Vernouski. Morticia was Beth Rose Schindler 
and Patty Wylie. Wednesday was Meghan Johnson and Maddie McCann. Pugsley was Brayden Harris and Jack Francis. 
Grandma Addams was Jen Ray and Caley Sadler. Lucas was Nick Stueckroth and Jacob McCorkel. Alice was Meredith Hazen and 
Emily McKissick. Mal was Darion Jones and Patrick Norris. Fester was Kaylor Long and Lurch was Austin Miller in both casts.
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Twenty Lower Dauphin High School 
student-athletes signed letters of intent 
to continue their education and playing 
careers at the collegiate level. In signing 
day ceremonies in the school cafeteria in 
November and February, the students were 
joined by family, friends and coaches to sign 
their letters of commitment. Broken down 
by sport, they include: 

Basketball, Girls
Alex Leader – The daughter of Wally 

and Brenda Leader, Alex will continue her 
education and basketball career at Kutztown 
University and study psychology and 
criminal justice.

Baseball
Ty Freidrich – The son of Alan 

and Pam Friedrich, Ty will continue 
his education and baseball career at the 
University of Maryland where he will major 
in business.

Field Hockey
Taylin Lehman – The daughter of 

Patrick and Tina Lehman, Taylin will 
continue her education and field hockey 
career at Saint Francis University and major 
in biology.

Madison Lilliock – The daughter of 
John and Anita Lilliock, Madison will 
continue her education and field hockey 
career at Temple University where she will 
major in sports management.

Taylor Plouse – The daughter of David 
and Carla Plouse, Taylor will continue her 
education and field hockey career at Lock 

Haven University where she plans to major 
in health science with a concentration in pre-
physician assistant.

Katie Spanos – The daughter of George 
and Beth Spanos, Katie will continue 
her education and field hockey career at 
Dartmouth College where she will major in 
biological sciences.

Football
George Hatalowich – George is the son 

of George Hatalowich and Pam Hatalowich. 
He will continue his education and playing 
career at Davidson College where he will 
major in economics.

Tommy Klock – Tommy is the son of 
Rob and Karen Klock. He will continue his 
education and playing career at Millersville 
University where he will major in business 
management.

C.J. Ramage – C.J. is the son of Mandi 
Warren. He plans to continue his education 
and playing career at Millersville University 
where he will major in psychology.

Lacrosse, Boys
Zach Weaver – The son of Jonathan 

Trostler and Melissa Weaver, Zach will 
continue his education and lacrosse career 

(Continued on page 7)

High school student-athletes ink scholarships to play at next level

Eleven student-athletes signed scholarships at a ceremony in November.

LDHS artists’ creations earn Scholastic recognition
Lower Dauphin High School junior 

Kaylee Hollenbach recently won a Gold 
Key in the 2016 Scholastic Art & Writing 
Awards for her painting “An Ocean’s 
Goodbye” (pictured at right).

Kaylee is the daughter of John and 
Brenda Hollenbach. In addition to being an 
outstanding artist, she is an accomplished 
swimmer, placing seventh at states in the 
100-meter backstroke.

Regional Gold Key-winners were 
recognized at an awards ceremony which 
took place on March 12 at The State 
Museum in Harrisburg.

Other Lower Dauphin students 
receiving honorable mentions were senior 
Anna Nissley for two paintings, and juniors 
Kole Seacord for a painting, and Madie 
Gotshall for two paintings.
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(Continued from page 6)
at Cocker College where he will major in 
computer science. 

Lacrosse, Girls
Samantha Markley – The daughter of 

Dave and Catherine Markley, Samantha will 
continue her education and lacrosse career 
at Belmont Abbey College and major in 
mathematics or biology.

Boys’ Soccer
Matthew Canis – Matt is the son of 

Ana and Steve Canis. He will continue his 
education and soccer career at West Chester 

University where he will major in business.
Matthew Perri – Matthew is the son 

of Leilyn and Michele Perri. He will 
continue his education and playing career at 
Widener University where he will major in 
business management with a minor in sports 
management. 

Isaiah Pettis – Isaiah is the son of Eric 
and Patrice Pettis. He will continue his 
education and playing career at Binghamton 
University where he will major in 
environmental science.

Antonio Heredia Soto – Antonio is the 

son of Diana Soto and J. Antonio Heredia. 
He will continue his education and playing 
career at Bates College where he will major 
in economics.

Soccer, Girls
Nikki Saad – Nikki is the daughter of 

Francis and Teresa Saad. She will continue 
her education and soccer career at the 
University of Maryland Baltimore County 
where she will major in business.

Softball
Kayla Holl – The daughter of Shauna 

and Jeff Holl, Kayla will continue her 
education and softball career at West 
Chester University where she will major in 
business with a minor in graphic design.

Kaylee Stoner – The daughter of Amy 
and Scott Stoner, Kaylee will continue her 
education and softball career at Mount Saint 
Mary’s University where she will major in 
physical therapy.

Swimming, Girls
Amber Zelko – Amber is the daughter 

of Cari and Scott Zelko. She will continue 
her education and swimming career at 
Arcadia University where she will major in 
international business/accounting.

Wrestling
Bailey Shutt – The son of Roxanne and 

Matt Bamford and Tim Shutt, Bailey will 
continue his education and wrestling career 
at Bloomsburg University. 

Athletes: Lower Dauphin sending 20 student-athletes to next level

 Two Lower Dauphin High School seniors, 
Logan Buffington and Allison Michalowski, 
were recently named finalists in the 2016 
National Merit Scholarship Competition.
 Buffington is the son of John and Lisa 
Buffington. He is a four-year member of 
the band and was trumpet section leader his 
junior year. He is a four-year member of Class 
Council, the BIG Club, and Volunteen. He is 
a three-year member of the National Science 
Honor Society and the Young Republicans. 
Buffington is a two-year member of the 
National Honor Society, the National English 
Honor Society and the Latin Honor Society. 
He participates in the Healthcare Career 
Exploration Program at the Penn State Hershey 
Medical Center and College of Medicine and 
hopes to become a doctor after graduation. 
 Michalowski is the daughter of Patricia 
Clemens and Ray Michalowski. She is a three-
year member of the National Science Honor 
Society and a two-year member of the National 
English Honor Society, Math Honor Society 
and History Honor Society. She is a two-year 

Two high school students named National Merit finalists
member of the Science 
Club, the Envirothon 
team and volunteers 
with MathCounts at the 
middle school. She is 
also a member of the 
National Honor Society 
and participates in 
the Healthcare Career 
Exploration Program at 
the Penn State Hershey 
Medical Center and 
College of Medicine. 
After graduation she 
plans to attend a four-
year university and major in pharmacy or 
biomedical engineering.
 Four other students were named National 
Merit Commended Students. They include 
seniors Ella Breidenstine, David Means, 
Rachel Orth, and Katherine Spanos.
 Of the 1.5 million juniors who took the 
PSAT in the fall of 2014, about 16,000 were 
named semifinalists based on their scores. 

About 8,300 National Merit Scholarships 
worth more than $34 million will be awarded 
this spring.
  “We congratulate these students for their 
outstanding academic accomplishment,” said 
Principal Justin Hanula. “This recognition is 
a tribute to their prowess in academics and 
citizenship in our school community.”

Logan Buffington Allison Michalowski

Nine student-athletes signed scholarships at a ceremony in February.
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Lower Dauphin eighth-grader Emma 
Eber’s knowledge of Yellowstone National 
Park helped her win the school’s annual 
Geography Bee in December.

She correctly answered that the park is 
located in Wyoming, Montana and Idaho. 
Seventh-grader Curtis Lin missed that 
question in the championship round to place 
second. They outlasted 24 other middle 
school students who participated in seven 
preliminary rounds. In addition to Emma 
and Curtis, four other students made it to the 
finals which lasted seven rounds to get to 
the final two.

The students answered questions about 
the geography of the United States, foreign 
countries and their cultures, continents, and 
maps.

The 26 participants qualified for the 
school geography bee by taking a exam in 
their social studies classes. Emma will next 
take a written test to qualify to participate 
in the state geography bee later this school 
year.

“This is a very challenging contest,” 
said Maria Miller, middle school assistant 
principal and bee moderator. “It takes a 
lot to make it through to the final round – 

Middle School Geography Bee title taken by Emma Eber

Assistant to the Superintendent Todd Neuhard and Assistant Principal Maria Miller 
congratulate Emma Eber and Curtis Lin after the school’s Geography Bee.

Matt Little captures his third LDMS Spelling Bee crown in a row
Eighth-grader Matt Little correctly spelled “odious” to 

capture his third Lower Dauphin Middle School spelling bee 
title in December.

The second three-time winner in school history, Matt 
outlasted sixth-grader Kayla Nguyen and seventh-grader Ethan 
Peterson to claim the title. The three finalists spelled words 
correctly in 12 rounds before Ethan went out in the 13th round. 
Matt and Kayla went two additional rounds before she went 
out on the word “lemur” which is form of primate common to 
Madagascar.

Matt is the son of John and Ziva Little. In addition to 
spelling, he is a member of the school’s band and jazz band. He 
plans to pursue something in the science or medical fields when 
he graduates high school.

The spelling bee featured 27 spellers – three from each 
sixth-grade academic team and three from each English class in 
seventh and eighth grades.

Matt passed the written test for the televised WITF-TV 
Central Pennsylvania Spelling Bee February 27 but did not 
advance to the National Bee in Washington, D.C.

Principal Daniel Berra congratulates Matt Little and Kayla 
Nguyen after the school’s Spelling Bee.

confidence, patience, concentration, and, 
of course, a whole lot of geographical 
knowledge. 

“We’re very proud of all our 
competitors and the skill they displayed here 
today.”

Web http://www.ldsd.org
Your first source for school closings and school news
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High school’s fall play garners Apollo Award nominations
nomination as Martha Brewster; and freshman 
Josey Terry was nominated for Outstanding 
Feature Performer for her role as Elaine 
Parker.
 Earning honorable mentions for 
Outstanding Lead Actor in a Play were juniors 
Patrick Norris for Mortimer Brewster and 
Frankie Vernouski for Jonathan Brewster.
 The rest of the cast and student directors 
included Maddie McCann, Caley Sadler, 
Emily McKissick, Logan Grubb, John 
Simpson, Peyton Johnson, Chiara Meyers, 
Sydney Natishin, Olivia Dreon, Olivia Wagner, 

 The high school’s fall play, “Arsenic 
& Old Lace,” and its cast received several 
nominations in the prestigious Hershey Theatre 
Apollo Awards.
 The show earned a nomination for 
Outstanding Play, marking back-to-back years 
for nomination for outstanding play. 
 Individually, the show earned three 
nominations plus two honorable mentions. 
Senior David Means earned a nod for 
Outstanding Supporting Actor for his portrayal 
of Teddy Brewster; junior Meghan Johnson 
earned an Outstanding Supporting Actress  

Sierra Fields, and Collin Stamey.
 English teacher Doug Grove was the 
director. 
 Created in 2008, the Hershey Theatre 
Apollo Awards (HTAA) are presented annually 
to recognize outstanding achievement by local 
high school students in their musical and play 
productions. Modeled after The Tony Awards® 
on Broadway, the HTAA are produced and 
presented by the Hershey Theatre Education 
Department.
 The awards will be presented May 22 at 
the Hershey Theatre.

 More than 300 Lower Dauphin sixth-
graders celebrated the completion of 
DARE’s Keepin’ it Real program with a 
ceremony November 20.

DARE,  which is a partnership between 
the school district and Hummelstown Police, 
teaches students about decision-making 
and how to make positive choices to avoid 
tobacco, alcohol and substance use. The 
program is taught by School Resource 
Officer Eugene Spencer in sixth-grade 
health classes.

“DARE taught me how to make good 
decisions and avoid dangerous situations. I 
learned in DARE how to refuse drugs and 
make safe choices,” said sixth-grader Ella 
Rafferty. “DARE stands for Define, Assess, 
Respond and Evaluate. 

“If you make sure you think about all of 
those steps when you make any decision or 

Top, sixth-graders pose after their 
November DARE graduation ceremony. 
Above, Max Griffiths reads his essay.

LDMS sixth-graders celebrate DARE completion

choice, you should be safe.”
Classmate Katie Estes agreed: “I have 

used the DARE decision-making model in 
a variety of ways,” she said. “I plan to use 
what I learned in my DARE classes. 

“I will use my recently learned 
knowledge to make intelligent decisions 
throughout my life. I will choose to keep 
away from smoking and drugs, stay safe on 
roads, and always be careful wherever I go.”

The DARE program has been in the 
middle school since 1997 and has been 
taught to over 5,000 students in that time. 

“DARE provides a great model of our 
students to learn about decision-making,” 
said Daniel Berra, principal. “Having a 
police officer in the classroom teaching the 
course makes it a unique learning experience 
for our students and something they 
remember.”
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The high school fall play, “Arsenic & Old Lace” thrilled audiences with its dark humor. The cast included Maddie McCann 
as Abby Brewster, Meghan Johnson as Martha Brewster, Patrick Norris as Mortimer Brewster, Frankie Vernouski as Jonathan 
Brewster, and seniors David Means, and Caley Sadler.
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Designed by: Linda McPhillips

Nondiscrimination Policy:

The Lower Dauphin School District, an equal opportunity employer, does not discriminate in employment, educational programs or activities based on gender, race, religion, national origin, color or 
handicap. This policy of nondiscrimination extends to all other legally protected classifications. Publication of this policy in this document is in accordance with state and federal laws, including Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments Act of 1973, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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